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Political Philosophy 
Final Essay Assignment 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please write an essay on one of the following topics:  
 
1) What is the difference between negative liberty and positive liberty?  Explain.  Raise an objection to each 
form of liberty.  Which one, according to you, is the most important for a theory of justice?  Explain. 
 
2) Why does Cohen think that workers are forced to sell their labor power under capitalism?  Explain by 
discussing his argument in “Capitalism, Freedom, and the Proletariat.”  Does his argument successfully 
demonstrate that capitalism is a violation of the worker’s freedom?  Raise at least two objections to his 
argument.  Do you find his argument convincing?  Explain. 
 
3) What is the communitarian critique of liberal egalitarianism?  Do you think that liberalism can be modified 
to accommodate the communitarian critique?  If so, how?  Explain.   
 
4) What is “deliberative democracy”?  How does it differ from other forms of democracy?  Is it, according to 
you, preferable to those other forms?  Why?  Explain. 
 
5) What is “citizenship theory,” and in what was is it related to liberal theories of justice?  Explain.   
 
6) Write on a topic of your own choice, subject to my approval.  The topic must be related to the readings.  
Send me an email with your topic proposal for approval.  The last possible day that I can approve your proposal 
is Nov. 9.     
           
                
 
Submission Instructions 
 
Essay Outline Due Date: By 11:59pm, Nov. 16 (Note: Late essay outlines will be penalized 10% per calendar 
day.) 
You must submit your essay outline as a Microsoft Word document through the “Final Essay Outline” link 
under the “Final Essay Assignment” tab in Blackboard.  The outline is worth 5% of your final grade. 
 
Due Date: By 11:59pm, Dec. 9 (Note: Late essays will not be accepted.) 
You must submit your essay as a Microsoft Word document through the “Final Essay” link under the “Final 
Essay Assignment” tab in Blackboard.  The final essay is worth 30% of your final grade. 
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Essay Outline Checklist                        ! 
 
Provisional Title: Centered at the top of first page.  
Brief Description of Each Paragraph: Two or three sentence description of each part/paragraph of your 
final essay.  Your essay will have an introductory paragraph, several body paragraphs, and a concluding 
paragraph. 

 

Provisional List of Sources: A list of at least three academic sources in addition to the course readings that 
you might use in your final essay. 

 

Font Size: 12 point  
Line Spacing: Double spaced  
Identification Information: Your name, student number, course name and number, and date in the top 
right or left-hand corner of the first page 

 

 
 
Final Essay Checklist                                 !                     
 
Quotations and paraphrases: If you quote or paraphrase, make sure to explain what the quote means in 
your own words and why it’s relevant for your essay.  

 

Citations: You must properly cite your sources using either the APA or MLA (whichever one you are most 
comfortable with) style. 

 

Sources: You are permitted to use the course readings, plus any other reputable academic sources.  You 
must use at least two other academic sources in addition to the course readings. 

 

Length: 2250-2500 words   
Font Size: 12 point  
Line Spacing: Double spaced  
Assignment Identification: Your name, student number, course name and number, and date in the top 
right or left-hand corner of the first page 

 

Page Numbers: Lower, right-hand corner of each page  
Essay Title Location:  Centered at the top of first paragraph  
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Grading Rubric 
 

 
 

A 
(90-100) 

Essay has a coherent argument, has a clear and logical organizational plan (the ordering of ideas, 
sentences, and paragraphs builds naturally toward the achievement of its central thesis), is 
sophisticated, persuasive, concise, fully and clearly explains the relevant philosophical terms, 
concepts, and distinctions, provides textual support where appropriate, uses original examples, 
answers all parts of the question, has excellent writing (both grammatically and stylistically). 

 
B 

(80-89) 

Essay has a coherent argument, has a clear and logical organizational plan (the ordering of ideas, 
sentences, and paragraphs builds naturally toward the achievement of its central thesis), fully and 
clearly explains the relevant philosophical terms, concepts, and distinctions, provides textual 
support where appropriate, uses some original examples, answers all parts of the question, good 
writing (very few grammatical errors). 

 
C 

(70-79) 

Essay has an argument, has some organizational plan, attempts (but does not always succeed) to 
fully and clearly explain the relevant philosophical terms, concepts, and distinctions, is 
unnecessarily wordy, does not consistently provide textual support where appropriate, answers all 
parts of the question, has very few grammatical errors. 

 
D 

(60-69) 

Essay has does not have an argument, is unclear in its organizational plan, fails to explain the 
relevant philosophical terms, concepts, and distinctions, does not provide adequate textual 
support where appropriate, does not answer all parts of the question.  May be a hurried, rushed 
response with not enough time put in, has many grammatical errors. 

F 
(0-59) 

Essay is an abysmal failure, no argument, usually coupled with many errors in grammar/syntax. 

 
 
Writing Resources for Students 
 
http://www.jimpryor.net/teaching/guidelines/writing.html 
 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ 
 
Dr. John Scenters-Zapico 747-8461 
Director, University Writing Center Library 227C 
https://www.utep.edu/uwc/ 


